
Pupil Premium: A Guide for Parents 
 

What is Pupil Premium? 
 
Pupil Premium is a sum of money given to schools each year by the government to 
support the higher attainment of disadvantaged students. Research shows that 
children from low income families tend to perform less well at school than other 
children. Pupil Premium is intended to directly benefit the children who are eligible, 
helping to narrow the achievement gap between them and their classmates. Pupil 
Premium funds are there to tackle academic inequality and reach the students who 
need it most.   
 
Who is eligible for Pupil Premium? 

Children who qualify for Pupil Premium are those who meet some or all of the below 
criteria:- 

 Received free school meals  at any point in the last six years 

 Been looked after under local authority care 

 Have parents currently serving in the armed forces 

How is Pupil Premium spent? 

Schools such as Sacred Heart Catholic High School can choose how to spend their 
Pupil Premium funds. The government believes that schools are the best placed 
institution to identify what would be of most benefit to the children who are eligible. 
Spending priorities can change from year to year but common examples as to how 
the money is spent include:- 

 Specialist tuition and support for students in core subjects like English and 
Mathematics 

 Employing additional staff to help Pupil Premium students 

 Running specialist programmes during and after school to support students 

 Providing outreach support to help students attend school after absence 

 Offering music lessons for students who would not be able to pay for them 
otherwise 

 Funding educational trips and visits 

 Paying for specialist academic programmes to help with literacy or numeracy 

 Investing in resources to boost learning such as computers, text books, sports 
equipment etc. 

Pupil Premium funds also allow for funds to be spent on specific needs of individual 
students that will help them to achieve and learn. Examples may be PE kit to excel at 
sport and outdoor clothing enabling attendance on field trips and excursions like the 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards. 

 



As a parent can you influence how the money is spent? 

There is no obligation for Sacred Heart Catholic High School to consult parents on 
how Premium Pupil money is spent but the staff work very hard to spend the funds 
appropriately and enable the progress of eligible students to be the best it can 
potentially be. This website also contains a detailed report on what funds the school 
receives for Pupil Premium students, how the funds are allocated, how we intend to 
spend those funds and how we have made a difference to the attainment of 
disadvantaged students. 

How to claim the Pupil Premium  

Most Pupil Premium claims are made while children are in Primary school. However, 
if your circumstances change your child may be eligible for Free School Meals and 
therefore additional Pupil Premium funds. Please check the latest eligibility criteria 
through this government website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-conditions-of-grant-
2016-to-2017/pupil-premium-2016-to-2017-conditions-of-grant#eligibility 
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