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The Pupil Premium at Sacred Heart Catholic High School  
  

  

What is the Pupil Premium?  

The Pupil Premium is in addition to main stream funding. It is designed to address the current 

underlying national inequalities between children eligible for free school meals (FSM) or children 

who are looked after (CLA) and their wealthier peers, by ensuring that funding to tackle 

disadvantage reaches the students who need it most.    

  

How much additional funding has Sacred Heart received?   

The amount received by Sacred Heart is calculated using a lump sum per pupil eligible for free school 

meals and for students in care who have been continuously looked after (CLA). In 2013-2014 the 

funding increased per student was £900.  The generated total for previous years is set out in the 

table below and includes some additional funding. In the current academic year, the funding now 

stands at £935 per Pupil Premium student. 

  

 1 Sept 2014 - 31 Aug 2015 (370 

eligible for Pupil Premium) 

1 Sept 2015 - 31 Aug 2016 (375  

eligible for Pupil Premium) 

1 Sept 2016 - 31 Aug 2017 

(388  eligible for Pupil Premium)  

£350,000 £382,214 £433,275 

  

How has Sacred Heart used the funding so far?  

Sacred Heart will not allow socio-economic disadvantage to lead to underachievement.  With this at 

the core, funding was used in 2015-2016 to aid various areas:  

  

Educational visits/after school clubs  

Pupil Premium was allocated towards a range of educational visits, activities and after school clubs 

and was allocated directly to academic departments.  Those activities and clubs included: textiles; 

glee club; creative writing; gardening; science; maths and the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Places have 

also been paid for or subsidised school trips to national and local musical, art and theatre events, 

residential stays at the diocesan Youth Mission Village in County Durham and overseas visits so all 

students can access opportunities such as skiing, experiencing different cultures in Belgium, 

Germany, and France and attending world famous sporting events such as Wimbledon and the Tour 

of Britain cycle race.    

  

Music enhancement  

Pupil premium has been allocated towards peripatetic lessons. 61 Pupil Premium students received 

funding for lessons last year. 23 Year 7 students took part in a Music enhancement scheme led by a 

member of the Music department.  15 of these students have carried on having one-to-one lessons 

with a member of the music support (peripatetic) staff. This has encouraged students in Years 7 and 

8 to take up a musical instrument. The scheme will continue next year.  

  

Maths Intervention  

A full time qualified Mathematics coach (with A-level Maths) was employed to work with individuals 

and small groups of students at Key Stage 3 who were underachieving and Key Stage 4 students who 

were in danger of falling short of a C grade.   

  

A surplus in extended Maths teaching has allowed the provision of specialist support to students 

who need it. The employment of the coach, with additional resources for Maths, such as 1:1 Maths 
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tutoring, cost approximately £31,272 of the Pupil Premium.  This specific Maths intervention has 

diminished the differences in Maths results between Pupil Premium and non-Pupil Premium results 

at GCSE, helping to close the gap between these student groups. It has emphasised the need to 

invest in Maths coaching and this programme will continue into the future. For further detail please 

see the impact statement below. 

  

English Intervention  

Accelerated reading is an initiative for Key Stage 3 students to encourage reading.  Prizes are given to 

individuals (most words read) and form classes (most quizzes taken and most minutes spent 

reading).  The English Department has specific responsibilities for intervention with each Key Stage, 

year group or individual groups. A further English intervention is Corrective Reading. An LSA supports 

the English department in carrying out a reading programme with those students who have not 

reached their reading age. Basic reading and, including phonics is taught by the LSA. Pupil Premium 

funding also paid for literacy based information technology, such as Starspell and Lexia.  The 

allocation of Pupil Premium for English intervention was approximately £10,000. The above English 

intervention has helped to diminish any difference between Pupil Premium and non-Pupil Premium 

students in terms of GCSE English results until there is little difference in the two groups in terms of 

their results. For further details please read the below impact statement. 

  

Summer School  

Sacred Heart summer school, entitled ‘Bridges’ allows students to become familiar with their new 

school environment making the transition from primary to secondary less stressful.  It develops their 

team building and leadership skills while building upon their confidence.  The activities include a visit 

to Beamish, swimming and a session at the City Learning Centre.  The skills developed over the week 

include numeracy in the calculation of weights and bridge sizes, literacy through the development of 

a newsletter about the week, music skills using Djembe drums, ICT skills through using Photoshop to 

create an A3 poster of bridges from around the world as well as the social experiences the students 

gain from the excursions during the week.  In 2016 the number of students attending hit over 100 

pupils from across our feeder primaries as well as several students coming to Sacred Heart from 

other primaries.     

  

How we intended to use the allocation in 2016-17 

In 2013-14, the Pupil Premium increased to £900 per student and this is allocated to Key Stage 3 and 

4 students who have been eligible for FSM during any of the last six years, even if they are no longer 

eligible to claim.  The Department for Education estimated our additional funding in this financial 

year to be £378,569.  We plan to use the funding in the following ways to ensure these students are 

not disadvantaged and given every opportunity to attain results in line with their peer group at the 

appropriate level for their ability, as well improving their social and emotional wellbeing.    

  

We plan to allocate the funding to the following activities as well as Free School Meals:  

  

Continuation of the activities from 2015-16  

Interventions in Maths, English and Music enhancement have been successful; therefore we plan to 

continue these activities into the new school year.  School bursaries will increase to £300 per pupil 

eligible for Pupil Premium.  
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Maximising Achievement Programme 

 

Twenty-eight existing students (and more expect to be recruited this year) have entered a voluntary 

pre and after school group aimed at maximizing their personal and academic potential, through a 

variety of activities, chosen to aid progression through research conducted by the Sutton Trust. 

Details can be found here: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/ 

 

Emphasis in the programme will be placed on creating educational impact and promote academic 

progress. Each strategy comes with, according to the Sutton Trust, an anticipated educational 

benefit. For instance, through reading strategies five months of progress may occur, ensuring 

attendance and punctuality one month, aspirational activities, three months etc. The students 

involved will be required to lead these activities to help with development of their personal skills 

such as organisation and leadership. 

 

Further Music Opportunities  

Plans are underway to purchase a class set of instruments.  The promotion of this will be across the 

school so all students are aware of the chance to learn how to play a musical instrument. A similar 

Music enhancement scheme is running this year also. Particular promotion will be given to students 

who are eligible for Pupil Premium. Music Tuition for Pupil Premium students will continue and is 

expected to amount to approximately £17,300. 

  

One to one Maths Intervention  

The employment of a Maths coach and Maths teacher to provide 1:1 coaching with girls across Key 

Stages 3 & 4 and aid the Maths department in supporting mainly Key Stage 4 students who are 

below their expected target in Maths, was felt necessary to give that extra support to students who 

work better 1:1 instead of in small groups.  This is to be done within the school day.  

  

One to one tuition and Revision Support  

The employment of tutors and teachers who will coach students in the core subjects of Maths and 

English by providing 1:1 coaching with girls across Key Stages 3 & 4 through strategies like the 

Accelerated Reading Scheme mentioned above.  This will be done either at school at the end of the 

day or at home. Year 11 students will also benefit from Easter and May revision groups aimed at 

helping them to achieve in their forthcoming examinations. 

 

Pupil Premium Co-ordinator 

 

A Pupil Premium Co-ordinator has been appointed from the teaching staff for a second year. The 

role will entail ensuring Teaching and Learning support for Pupil Premium students are maintained, 

that Pupil Premium funds are spent effectively and aspirational goals are established in school for 

Pupil Premium students to help achieve their potential. The Pupil Premium Co-ordinator will review 

the impact of these strategies and push maintain the high standards and outcomes already achieved 

by Sacred Heart in supporting Pupil Premium students. 

 

Pastoral, Outreach and Departmental Funds 

Heads of Progress and Heads of Department will be able to access funds through the Pupil Premium 

Co-ordinator for Pupil Premium students. This will aid with enhancing academic progress and social 

experiences for these pupils in Years 7-11. It allows for greater flexibility and innovative practice to 

be embedded in each subject field and for pastoral care for the girls’ cultural, social and emotional 

needs. 

   

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/
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Funding Allocation for 2016-17  

Resource  Allocation  

Pastoral and Departmental Funds £149,203  

Maximising Achievement Fund £70,495  

Maths Teaching  £27,996 

English Teaching £38,585  

Maths Coaching £34,200  

Pastoral and Outreach Funds £31,260  

Music Enhancement  and Tuition £17,300 

Summer School Activities £17,165  

Accelerated Reading Programmes, Licences 

and Library purchases 

£14,530 

Performing Arts Enhancement  £1,703 

Primary School Links £2,868  

Pupil Premium  Staffing £27,970 

TOTAL  £433,275  

  

What impact has the Pupil Premium had? 

  

The additional provision in English and Maths has been highly successful as the table below 

highlights, in the two previous academic years before 2015-16.    

  

Academic 

Year  

Maths A*-C 

(whole 

school)  

Maths A*-C  

(Pupil  

Premium)  

English A*C 

(whole 

school)  

English A*- 

C (Pupil  

Premium)  

GCSE 5 A*-C  

(inc. Maths & 

English, whole 

school)  

GCSE 5 A*-C  

(inc. Maths &  

English, Pupil  

Premium)  

 2013-14  

(54 PP) 

 

86%  67% 94% 83% 83% 61% 

 2014-15 

(88 PP) 

 

77% 65% 77%  74% 77% 60% 

 2015-16 

(57 PP) 
78% 56% 94% 84% 78% 56% 

  

  

 In 2015-16 the Department for Education changed the RAISE online summary reporting for schools 

to reflect the ongoing changes to how school performance is measured through Progress 8 and 

Attainment 8. From this report the below results can be seen at Sacred Heart in terms of how Pupil 

Premium Year 11 students performed. 57 Pupil Premium students sat their GCSEs in the summer of 

2016. The table below shows the Key Stage 4 Progress 8 results for 2016, comparing Pupil Premium 

and average student results. Pupil Premium students did better on average in this measure than the 

average student result, and scored particularly impressively in the English and Open elements. 
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 Progress 8 English 

element 

Mathematics 

element 

Ebacc 

element 

Open element 

All pupils 0.35 0.42 0.00 0.13 0.75 

Disadvantaged 

(Pupil 

Premium)  

0.37 0.60 -0.09 0.01 0.88 

 

 

For overall Key Stage 4 results by low, middle and high attainment pupils, all students achieved an 

average score of 0.3 (a significant set of results) according to the new Progress 8 measure. Pupil 

Premium or as RAISE online refers to them, disadvantaged students achieved 0.4. In terms of these 

Progress 8 results, disadvantaged students at Sacred Heart achieved higher results than their non-

disadvantaged peers and no gaps in overall results occurred. 

 

In terms of the English element to GCSE results in summer 2016 by the new Progress 8 measure of 

results all students achieved a score of 0.4, disadvantaged students achieved a significantly higher 

result of 0.6, which is ranked amongst the top 10% of results of secondary schools in the country. 

Those disadvantaged pupils assessed to have been low attainment pupils prior to 2016 particularly 

did well. Their Progress 8 measure was 0.82, amongst the top 10% of results for its type in England 

and Wales, and this resulted in a highly significant result of 0.9 in terms of Attainment 8 

performance. These impressive results have reinforced the need to invest in English intervention 

through Pupil Premium funding and have helped Sacred Heart Pupil Premium students to achieve 

English Key Stage 4 results, which surpass or match their more socio-economically advantaged peers. 

 

In terms of the Mathematics element disadvantaged students were slightly below their peer group in 

terms of overall Progress 8 results, achieving a -0.1 set of results where the overall Progress 8 result 

for the subject was 0.0, but still outperformed their Pupil Premium peers on a national level. This 

reinforces the need to continue to invest in Maths coaching with specifically aimed   intervention for 

Pupil Premium students, particularly with high attaining students, in order to close the gap in 

performance with their non- disadvantaged peers.  

 

Pupil Premium students who took a range of optional or ‘open element’ subjects also performed 

extremely well, again achieving a Progress 8 score of 0.9 compared to 0.8 by their non-Pupil 

Premium peers. This result is highly significant and in the top ten percent of national results for its 

type.  

 

For a more detailed explanation of the full range of Pupil Premium results for Key Stage 4 at Sacred 

Heart in 2016 please visit this Department for Education website https://www.compare-school-

performance.service.gov.uk/school/137708 

 

In terms of absence rates Pupil Premium students in 2015-16 missed an average of 5.9% of missed 

sessions due to overall absence, much lower than the national average of 7.2%. In terms of students 

missing more than 10% of sessions due to absence Pupil Premium students accounted for 13.9% of 

this absence, far lower than the national average of 21.6%. 

 

 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137708
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137708
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We have assisted a number of students and their families with an average school bursary of £150 per 

annum.  This has allowed these students access to social experiences, giving educational 

enhancement, which they would otherwise not have had.    

  

Our evaluation of the Summer School 2016 shows that Pupil Premium students attended and were 

much more confident to engage with school in the first few days of Year 7 and that families felt 

much more involved and informed about the work of the school. Confidence was raised, friendships 

were formed and students understood the ethos and Sacred Heart community.  

 

 

What happens next?  

In addition to the above, staff, especially our Pupil Premium Co-ordinator and Pastoral Team are 
always investigating ways of reducing the barriers to learning for the most disadvantaged students 
with a view to implement new activities which may be allocated further Pupil Premium funds in 
2016-17.    


